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Advisory Board Meeting Minutes 
 
Date: Thursday, June 11th, 2026 
Time: 11:00am – 2:30pm 
Location: In-Person: Otesaga Resort Hotel, Cooperstown, NY 

Virtual: Microsoft Teams 
Chair: Bill Zittel 
Co-Chair: Rich Stup 
Facilitator: Dahlia Sheehan-Yassin 

 
Virtual Attendees: Katherine Brieger, Jessica Garcia, Bruce Gibson, Rich Stup, Brittany 
Houghton-Depietro 
 
In-Person Attendees: Jim Bittner, Liz Callahan, Keith Clark, Alicia Fletcher, Kitty 
Gelberg, Michael Sellitti, Renée St. Jaques, Becky Wiseman, Elizabeth Wolters, Dan 
Zeh, Bill Zittel, Andy Johnson, Andy Meyers, Brenna Quinn, Christine Lalonde-Meade, 
Conor Hammersley, Dahlia Sheehan-Yassin, Erika Scott, Jen Farley, Julie Sorensen, 
Liane Hirabayashi, Pam Milkovich, Pauline Boyer, Lara Havandjian (intern), Sania 
Mohamed Sheifuddin (intern), Katrina Schwab (note-taker) 
 
Absent: Allison Appleton, Lisa Ford, Victor Jones 
 
 
Welcome & Opening Remarks: Julie Sorensen 

• A warm welcome to all attending either in-person or virtually  
• Introductions 

 
Director’s Report: Julie Sorensen 

• Review given of Director’s report for NYCAMH Q3 2025-2026 
• Pauline shared presentation on NEASHC (Northeast Ag Safety & Health 

Coalition) for the annual meeting held in New Hampshire 
• State budget reviews:  

o $1.25M for general operations and ROPS 
o $500K for the John May Farm Safety Fund 
o $1.5M from the Department of Health - although awaiting verification 
o $75K for workforce development (online training initiative) 

 
Board Business: Bill Zittel & Julie Sorensen 

• Chair & Co-chair elections: 
▪ Bill Zittel opened up the floor to start voting on new President and 

Co-Chair positions 
• Elizabeth Wolters made the motion to move  
• Jim Bittner seconded this 

▪ Bill Zittel gave motion to vote in Rich Stup as President and Dan 
Zeh as Co-Chair 
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• Jim Bittner gave the motion to close and accept 
• Renée St. Jaques gave the 2nd motion to close and accept 
• Bill Zittel asked if everyone was in agreement; all were in 

favor 
o Rich Stup – elected as President 
o Dan Zeh – elected as Co-Chair 
o Unanimous approval of both elected to positions 

• Review of Attendance 
o Reinforced importance of meeting attendance and communication of 

absences 
o All board members should be aware of policy in by-laws 
o No pressure added to attend just asking for awareness and 

communication – thank you to all members for participation and guidance 
• Open Discussion 

o NYCAMH to continue to communicate and send pre-meeting materials 
ahead of quarterly meetings 

o NYCAMH staff to ensure all board members are on the 
newsletter/listserv 

 
Gas Meter Update: Pauline Boyer & Dahlia Sheehan-Yassin 

• PowerPoint presented by Pauline & Dahlia 
• Purpose: to improve emergency response capacity for confined space incidents 

in agriculture 
o Options considered: 

▪ Reimbursement model via JMFSF 
▪ Bulk purchasing and distribution (preferred by the board) 
▪ Additional creative/partnership approaches 

o NYCAMH is positioned well to be able to help provide gas meters to fire 
departments in need 

o Key considerations: 
▪ Training and calibration requirements 
▪ Mapping fire department coverage and equipment access 
▪ Financial barriers for volunteer departments 
▪ Potential partnerships with vendors or negotiated agreements 

 
CVD Farmer Pilot: Pam Milkovich & Brenna Quinn 

• PowerPoint presented by Pam & Brenna 
• Purpose: pilot program to assess cardiovascular health among farmers, loggers 

and fishermen 
• Framework: Life’s Essential 8: Diet, Nicotine, Lipids, Glucose, BMI, Physical 

Activity, Blood Pressure, Sleep 
• Components:  

o 27 question survey (behavior, diet, sleep, mental health) 
o Physical screening (BP, glucose, lipids, BMI) 
o Mental health assessment using PHQ-9 
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o 8/13/26: planned screening at Seneca Falls Soil Health Field Days; 
additional pilot events (pending) 

• Discussion themes:  
o Role of stress, burnout, and mental health 
o Nutrition and activity patterns in farming populations 
o Need for tailored survey questions 
o Importance of community/social support measures 

 
NYCAMH Gaps Assessment: Julie Sorensen & Erika Scott 

• Strategic discussion: Group work 
o Key themes explored: 

▪ Safety culture and behavioral norms 
▪ Training and education gaps 
▪ Demographic and cultural differences 
▪ Economic and structural pressures 
▪ Mental health and stress impacts 

o Highlights: 
▪ Productivity pressures often override safety decisions 
▪ Need for scenario-based training and safety protocols 
▪ Use of real incident case studies and discussion cards 
▪ Expand training via community health workers 
▪ Recognition and incentive-based safety improvements 

 
Action Items: 

• Develop a plan for bulk purchasing and distribution of gas meters 
• Map Fire Department coverage and equipment availability 
• Explore vendor partnerships for equipment procurement 
• Launch cardiovascular health pilot screenings and collect data 
• Refine survey tools to include additional farm-specific factors 
• Ensure all board members are added to communication channels 
• Provide follow-up updates on previously discussed initiatives 
• Explore use of case studies and discussion materials for training 
• Evaluate use of community health workers for outreach 
• Identify topics for next (September) advisory board meeting 

 
Wrap-Up/Adjournment: Julie Sorensen 

• Thank you to everyone for their participation and guidance 
 
Next Meeting: 
Thursday, September 10th, 2026 11:00am – 2:30pm 
Otesaga Resort Hotel, Cooperstown, NY 


